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PREFACE 


Friendly Reader, 


Would have #hee, for thy Souls eternal © 


Welfare, to conſider that the Almighty 

God did form his Creatiow, {part whereof 

thou art) for a Purpnſe of bis own Glory, and 

that we ſhould glorify and ſerve him in Body, 

Soul and Spirit, and that too all the Days of 
our Pilgrimage here on Earth. 

Now it hath pleaſed God, in tender Mercy, 

to lay me under a Conſideration of his great 

Goodneſs, Long Forbearance, and Loving Ring- 


neſs, through the Son of his Love to the Chil- 


dren of Men, I being one concerned, having 4a 
Soul as well as the reſi of Mankind, to take 
Care of, which put we upon a diligent Search 
for the true Nurture of the Soul, that I might 
receive ſubſtantial Food, to nouriſh my Soul 
up unto everlaſiing Life, whereof the great 
Provider for- all that truly hunger bath. in 
Meaſure made me a Partaker, {to his Praife 
be it ſpoken, / the Taſte and Enjoyment of which 
have fo overcome my Soul, that I have defired 


the Lord would be pleaſed to bring all poor Pro 


digals on the Surface of the Earth to feed at 
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Sis own Table, and be Partakers of his He- 
wenly Food among his Children and People; 
and my earneſt Deſire is, that thou and all 
Mankind may come to be lead and governed by 
the Spirit of the Living God in hour own Souls, 
which will bring you into an Acquaintauce P 
with the Communion of Saints, the Bread of | F 
Liſe that comes down from Heaven, and the 
Wine of the Kingdom of God. 
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SOME- 1 
PASSAGES 
OF THE. 


Life of Jonx Jzreays. E 


Was born of religious Parents, whoſe - 
tender Care was to educate. me, accord- 
ing to the beſt of their Underſtanding, 
in their Way, which was of the Church 
of England. 

About the Year 1694, I was Soul-ſick for 
want of a Saviour, and did expect ſome- 
Balm on the Mountains that I frequented, 
8 e.) from our Teachers; but to my great 

rief I could find no Balm in their Gilead, 
I could find no Phyſician there, which 
brought me very low, even to the Borders 
of the Pit of Deſpair, which is hard to ex- 
preſs in Words; yet a merciful God did not 


ceaſe to ſtrive with me, and to purſue me 


in great Love to the Wounded, whom he 
was willing to bind up, and in his own. Time 
to heal the Breach. While I was in this un- 
eaſie Condition, a Deſire, was raiſed In — 
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> Mind to joyn my ſelf to a Society of the ſaid 
People who were wont to meet once a Week 


for the Reformation of Manners and edify- 
ing each other. I was with them about two 
Years, during which Time many were the 
Strivings of Truth in my Boſom, to draw 
my poor Soul to the Fold of Reſt, where the 
Lambs of Chrift lie down to reſt as at Noon 
Day.. In which Time the Love of the Fa- 
ther was ſuch, that he gave me to ſee the Bar- 
renneſs of the Pafture whereon I fed, and 
the muddy foul Water which in their Ciſ- 
terns was, that could miniſter no Comfort to 
my hungry, thirſty Soul. | 
Now, in our Room we uſually read the 
Scriptures of the New "Teſtament with Notes, 


called Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe. When a 


Text was read, we had the Liberty of hay- 
ing the Notes read alſo, and of diſcourſing 
thereon. 

It happen'd once, in reading the laſt Verſe 
of the 5th of Matthew, (wherein are theſe 
Words, Be ye there/ore perſecs, even as your 
Father which is in Heaven is perſect) that T 
requeſted the Note to be read, knowing 
they allowed not Perfection in this Life thro 
any Power received. The Doctor's Para- 
Phraſe, as I thought, did not anſwer the 
Scope of the Text. So I ſaid, With the 
Doctor's Leave, he is beſide the Text, for 
our Saviour would not command Impoſhbi- 
lities, This occaſioned much Diſcourſe, _ 

they 


(7) 
they were all as one Man againſt the Truth 
and I alas! but a poor, weak Contender for 
it: However, though I was but one to the 
whole, I was ſatished Truth was on my 
gave no Ground 'till I gain'd 


I told them, that through the Spirit or 
Grace of God (according to the 1oth' of 
the 39 Articles of the Church) we may do 
Works pleaſant and acceptable to him, and 
that he is not pleaſed with Imperfection. 

They told me, they could not fee 
what I would be at, and ſaid it was the 
Quakers Tenet. I ſaid, it matter'd not 
whoſe it was, it was a true Tenet. 

There was much Debate pro and con, then 
there came to my Mind a thort Collect, 
which is in the Common-Prayer-Book, and 
runs thus, | 2 


Almighty God, unto whom all Hearts be 
open, all Deſires known, and from hom no 
Secrets are hid; cleanſe the Thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of thy Holy 5 — 
that we may 2 love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy Holy Name, through Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


What do ye think of this Colle& ſaid I? 


There was one William Wills among us, 
who was the firſt that ſaid any thing in fa- 
VOur 
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Wour of what I contended for ; and it was 
thus | | 
Indeed 1 muſt ſay, Mr. Feffrys (ſe we 
called one another) is in the right, for if 
we cannot receive what we-pray for, what 
availeth our Prayer? 
I was well pleaſed even with that little, 
which ſtrengthened what I knew was the 
Truth; and ſo that ended. | 
It was common with us to bring Swearers 
to Puniſhment, either in Perſon or Purſe, 
But in all my Time with them I was pre- 
ſerved from ſwearing againſt Swearers, be- 
ing perſuaded againſt it, even before I had 
Joined with the Society: However, Notice 
was taken that I did not buſy my ſelf in that 
Affair, and they asked why I was not zeal» 
ous on that Account. | 
My Anſwer was, that the Law of the 
| od was againſt Swearing, and I did not 
count it ſaſe to tranſgreſs to puniſh a Tranſ- 
greſſor. 
Iheir Reply to me was, Theirs is pro- 
_ but —— lawful. 
Among ſome, (ſaid I) but it oppugns the 
Command of but. ) hs. 
Then they urged, that an Oath was law- 
ful from Heb. 6. 16. An Oazh for Confirmation 
i to tbem an End of all Strife. 
To them it was, (ſaid J) but what them ? 
It was to the Jews under the Law, not to 
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Chriſtians. under the Goſpel. I was troubled 
no more on this Point. 

At another Time there was a very ga 
Man, one Hikes, an Actor of the Play-hovle, 
about etting Admittance to be a Member 
of our Society: He was introduced by one 
Poultny, a rieſt, who gave him a Por | 
Word, and ſaid that he was a conſtant 
municant and frequenter of the {By Na 5 
the Church; upon which all the reſt gave 
their Approbation, (except me) and were 
ſor admitting him. 

Then being burdened in my Mind, I 
ſpoke thus; Do you intend to receive this 
Man into our Society ? 

Yes, (ſaid they) Mr. Poultny gives him a 
very good Word, and we may depend on 
what he ſays. 

I objected, that he was not qualified ſor 
a Member of our Society; and, ſaid I, Mr. 
Poultny is but a Man; we are to judge of 
our Members rather than Mr. Ponting. 

There was much faid for his Admittance 
by the reſt, none but I withſtanding; ' ſo we 
broke up, 'and I went home heavy laden in 
Spirit, and reſolyed, if he were admitted, 
that 1 would decline going any more among 
them. | 

At the next Time of Meeting I went to 
the Room, aud the Affair of /Filkes came on 
again, the reſt continuing in the ſame Mind, 


* Now, 
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Now, ſaid I, as you are for admittin 
Wilkes, I muſt inform you, that I have loſt 
ſome of my natural Reſt on his Account. 

I muſt alſo let you know, we are to work 
out our Salvation with Fear and Trembling, 
and not to play it out. Hlkes is an Actor 
in the Play-houſe, and in his Actings, he 


muſt act the Part that falls to his Lot, it 


may be of a ſwearing, drunken, wicked Man, 
and he muſt imitate him in ſwearing, lying, 
or in whatſoever elſe falls to his Part, or 
elſe he is no true Actor; ſo I entreat you 
to confider whether ſuch an one is qualified 
for a Member in a Chriſtian Society. 
Moreover, we read of one who deſired that 
the Lord would be pleaſed to turn away his 
Eyes from beholding Vauity, P1.119.37. but here 
ou are for admitting one among us that is 
in the practice Part (or at leaſt an Imitator) 


of Sin and Vanity. We want Helps, not 
hurtful Members; thereſore, if he be ad- 


mitted, I deſire you may excuſe me from 
attending any more. What I ſaid, occa- 


. tioned a Pauſe, and at length the before- 


mentioned Vill ſpake to this Effect. 

We had beſt conſider what we are doing; 
tlis Mr. Vilkes is familiar with ſuch People 
as we inform againſt ſor ſwearing, and it 
may be a Snare to vs to admit him. 'T hoſe 
that are informed againſt know not their Ac- 


cuſers, and who knows but his End, in de— 


7 


ſiting to be admitted a Member, is to diſco- 


ver 
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(7) 
ver the Inſormers. Upon this we prefenthy 
became all of one Mind, and Wilkes was, 
rejected; ſo I went home eaſie as to that 
Point. 

By this Time, my Underſtanding was a 


little more opened, and my Senſes ſome- 


what awakened. On Firſt Days in the 


Morning I would go to the publick Worſhip, 
and in the Afternoon drop into the Qyakers 
Meeting, where I always found their Doc- 
trine driving home to the Mark, which gain'd 
much upon my Underſtanding, and begat 
a Love in me to go to the Meeting, but 
ſtill in the Afternoon. It happened once, 
that I went to a Meeting in Sycomore- Alley, 
where James Dickinſon, a Friend from the 
North of England, was delivering his Teſti- 
mony, whom I knew not, being a Stranger; 
however, I took great Notice, both of what 
he ſaid, and of his Countenance and Fea» 


tures, and it pleaſed Providence to ſhew me 


the Bent and Lendency of his Doctrine. 
His Diſcourſe was concerning Nebuchadnex- 
zar's Dream of the Image, whoſe Head was 
of fine Gold, his Breaſt and Arms of Silver, 
his Belly and his Thizhs of Braſs, his Legs 
of Iron, his Feet part of Iron ang part of Clay. 
He alſo ſpake of the Stone cut out without, 
Hands, which ſiuote the Image upon his Feet 
that were of Iron and Clay, aud brake thei 
to Pieces. Then was the Iron, the Clay, the 
Braſs, the Silver, and the Gold, bruken to 

6 B 2 Pieces 
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Pieces together, and became like the Chaſf of N Ye 
the Summer-threſbing-floors, and the Wind 33.8 
carried them away, that no Place was found are 
for them; and the Stone that ſmote the Image Plac 
became a great Mountain, and filled the whole has 


Earth. Dan. ii. 32, 33, 34, 35- I went ber 
home ſatisfied in my ſelf; that the Gold, the my 


Silver, the Braſs, the Iron and Clay muſt all aid 

give way to the Stone, and the Stone be the ende 
great Mountain to fill the Earth, which to 4 

me appeared to be the Hearts of the Chil- . 
dren of Men; and I was very thankful to (ſeci 
the Lord for this Favour through his Ser- * 
vant. This was the firſt Teſtimony that in gr 
deeply affected me in Friends Meetings, yet Meet 


ſtill I remained in the old Path, though con- ever) 
vinced in my Judgment, and had a Love to need! 
Truth and Friends. 8 

Some Time after this, it pleaſed the Lord a6 
of the Harveſt to ſend his Servant Thomas e 
Upſber, to viſit his Seed in this Nation, and Ar 
according to my wonted Manner I went to tent ! 


the Meeting, where I heard him in his Te- EY oe 
ſtimony ſpeak ſo cloſe to my Condition, Colle 
that I conſulted no longer, but gave up and las 
went to the publick Worſhip no more. But Tr 
oh ! how low was I bowed down in great 0 
Humility and Brokenneſs of Spirit beſore and. 
the Lord, and alſo in Thankfulneſs to him A to the 
ſor his mercifal Viſitation to me in that Meet- duc. 
ing! I hope I thull never forget the Day of 

my Eſpouſals. Praiſes be aſcribed. to him, 


whole 
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whoſe mereiſul Eye ſeeing me in the open 
Field, polluted, he did eaſt a Skirt of Love 
over me, ſaying, Live: At whiel' Pine I 
was a Repreſentative oF qur Sdeiety, iu 
Place where the Repreſentatives of the o- 
ther Societies (being ten in all) uſed t6 
meet once a Week, whoſe Steward I was, 


and had my Charge to deliver up, Which 


- 
* 


| 


1 
| 
| 
| 


did when the Time of my Stewardſhip. was 


ended, and ſo took my Leave of them 

I had then our own Branch, whereofi:T 
was a Member, to take Leave of alſo; and 
(ſceing I could remain no longer among 
them) I went to the Place of our Aſſembliung 


in great Love, at the Time appointed fop, 


Meeting; and as it was our Way to collect 
every Week, diſtributing what we thought 
needful, and to ſubſcribe for the Payment oi 
our Rent, I took with me my Collection 
and Subſcription, in order to take my Leave 
and to bid them'farewel. 

And fitting down, I waited till a compe- 
tent Number came in, then I got up and 
went to the Desk where we laid down our 
Collections, ſaying, Here is my Collection 


and my Subſcription alſo, 
Then ſaid one of the Meinbers, The Nene 


is not yet duc. I replied; It will ſoonz 
and as I cannot come any more as a Membee 
to the Room, I ſhall not be here When it is 
duc, | Yon; 


C Why, 


1 
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their Members, viz. 


nad Wine be fru 
the Bread, and the Wine. 


Why, faid they, do you find faulc with 


any of the Members? 3 

No, ſaid I, but I ſhall not frequent the 
publick Worthip any more. 

To which they replied, We are ſorry for 
that. What is your Reaſon ? | 
\ That will take up more Time than you 
can ſpare now, ſaid I, but if you are ſo 
pleaſed to ſend a couple of your Members 


to enquire of me, I will reſolve them accord- 


| jng to my Capacity. So I departed, big» 


ding them farewel. 

_ After ſome Time they 

illiam Topham, and 
Williem Hill. * 

William Topbam began to charge me, in- 
ſtead of asking my Reaſons, ſaying, You 
have turned your Back on the two main Pil. 
Jars on which your Salvation depends. 7 

I hope not, ſaid I. 

Yes, ſaid he, for you turn your Back on 
theSacraments, Baptiſm and the Communion. 
No, ſaid I, of the ſpiritual Part of both I 
hope to be made a Partaker. For in the 
Catechiſm it is ſaid, there are two Parts, he 
outward viſible Sign, and the inward ſpiritual 
Grace, the latter whereof I hope to enjoy. 
The Water we ſoon got over, but the 
ggled hard for. 
The Water is a Shadow, ſaid I, and ſo is 


But 


ſent to me two of 


* 


(15) 


But he faid not. 5 


No, ſaid I; Is it then the Subſtan 
liam r | | 

He ſaid not. h | 

What, William, neither Shadow nor Sub- 
ſtance, then ſurely good for nothing, Tai I. 
William Hill, T appeal for Judgment? a 

When Topham, in his Zeal, had overſhot 
himſelf, he grew angry, by which the Diſc 
courſe was marred, and he went away. 

Aſter this they ſent to me one Sarreis a 

Prieſt, (or Clergyman ſo called) who wi # 
Hebrew, Greet and Latiy Scholar, with the 
before mentioned Mills, who came iu s F 
was ſitting at Work, bowed down in Spirit, 
and 57 ow, and ſpake to me thus * 

Sir, I underſtand you did belong to a 8 
ciety of our Community, and we are come 
to know your Reaſon for deelining it? 


I have, ſaid I, a Part belonging to me 
. 


ce, Ni. 


which I need not define to you 
Scholar, (not ſpeaking in the platn I 


but as I uſed to do) which Part I find it aw 


incumbent Duty to take Care of; for it i 


be in eternal Bliſs or Miſery, according as F { 
v8 of 


paſs my ſojourning here. 


1 | 


And could you not, faid he, take Care f 


that Part when you were among us? | 
No, ſaid I, I could not, as appeared to 
be required of me? * 
Then he went to the Ordinances, and 
tumbled my Bible-Leaves backwards and 
C 2 forwards 


| 616) | 
forwards, looking for th: Text here the me 
Eunuch ſaid to Philip, Here is Mater, but a © 
he could not find it. Wil 
I knew what he ſought for, but ſaid no- ven 
thing ſor a While. At length, ſaid I, I 3 
know what you want, and am thoroughly Hea 
ſatisfied as to that Point. I have read it are 
olten. bber 
But he told me he would give me a Syllo- 1 
giſm for it. quie 


- T anſwered, that I did not know what and 


that Was, but told him I.would ask him a infat 

= Queſtion, which was, From whence he had Sori] 
=_ Nis Commiſſion to preach 7 loſe 
= To which, he replicd, that he had it from ay, 
5 him, that had it from him, that had it La Er 


I,ſappoſe you arc, tracing to Leu migh 


* | dim; (ſo running into a xcncalogy.) I ſaid, to an 
| Yes, ſaid he. | Croſ: 
| 
| 


| Then, ſaid I, you are nat aGoſpel-Minifter, all n 

: Tor. Chriſt is the High-Pricſt of the Chriſtian and | 

E Froſeſſion, and he commiſſions his to preach. for w 

= > Golpel of Peace, and ſends them forth. my Þ 
1 Now. Chriſt ſprang, according to the Fleſh, H. 
= af the Tribe of Fudahb, lo you are of a IF cictic 

= wrong Tribe, therefore no Goſpel-Miniſter. to thi 
=» | : He then ſaid, you make me angry. that I 
1 Ah! don't ſay ſo, ſaid I, for Chriſt was ſat de 

never angry, but had Compaſſion on Sinners, ing a 

and came to ſe k ad to ſave loſt Man; and went 


mould not h's Miniſters be like him in De- me w 
Bree, and not ſa, a for Worm doth make 
me 


So 


voy 


.n ( 17 ) | 
me ang, ?-I uttered theſe things in ſuch 
a tender, bowed Frame of Spirit, that 


Wills ſaid, You ſpeak as if you were in Heas' 


ven already. 
If our Converſation, ſaid I, be not in 
Heaven, and our Minds ſet on Things that 
are above, while here, we ſhall never enter 
thereinto. "Then I took my Leave. 
I was in hopes, from this Time, to be at 


quiet with them, for I found that Silence” 
and Stillneſs were a Safety to me in thoſe 


infant Days. I was frequent in reading the 
Scriptures, often in Retirement, and kept 

loſe to Meetings, longing tor the Meeting- 
The. I loved to be alone; and, if I had 
ga ſion to go out, was afraid of ſpeaking: 
to any Body, left I ſhould ſay any thing that 
might be a Trouble to me. Then did the 
Croſs appear, and I ſaw that I muft forſake 
all my old Companions, and Acquaintance, 
and keep alone rather than diſturbmy Peace; 
tor which Reaſon I ſtaid within as much as 
my Buſineſs would permit. 

However, the Repreſentatives of the So- 
cieties ſent to me, and deſired me to come 
to them in their Room. My Anſwer was; 
that I would, it 1 found Freedom. Then 1 
fat down a little Time in Silence, and feel- 
ing a Love to ſpring in me towards them, 1 
went to them 1n that Love, and they bade 
me welcome. WT 

The 


k \ 
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The Steward then began to ask my Rea. - 
ſons tor leaving the Society; I made one 
Requeſt to them, which was, that none ſhould 
ask me any Queſtions ſave the Steward, and 
it any did, not to take it il] if I made no 
Reply. But, ſaid I, if a Queſtion ſhall ariſe 
in any one's Mind, I defire he may inform 
the Steward, and, if I can, I will anfwer 
him. 'They ſaid this was reaſonable. | 

Then, in Anſwer to their Queſtion, I told 
them, I had ſeveral Reaſons for leaving 
them; particularly, The Crookedneſs in the 

Doctrine of the Church, The Pride and 
Height of the Clergy, I ſaid, were two 
great Reaſons. For, 

If. As tothe Doctrine, I was one Morn- 
ing at the five o'Clock Communion, where 
we had Prayers, and a ſhort exhortatory 
Sermon, before we communicated, in Au- 
deon s Worſhip-Houſe. 

The Parſon took his Text where we read, 
Joy ball be over one Sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine juſt Perſons, 
which need uo Repentance, Luke xv. 7. He 
enlarged pretty much concerning the Sin- 
ner, and called him notable, inaſmuch as he 
was gone out ſo far, that his Return was 
greatly queſtioned, therefore noted. 

Then ſaid he, it is expected that I ſhould 
ſay ſomething to thoſe ninety and nine juſt 
Perſons mentioned in my Text We muſt 
not ſay, they were clear from Sin; but, 

Y adds, 
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adds he, qur Doctors ſay they were not Sing 


ners to that Degree that he was who ranout, 


and there dropt it. 

Now, ſaid I, I believe ſome of you were 

there, and may remember it as well as J. 
And to prove this Doctrine unſound, I abe 
you, D-th not Sin need Repentance, be it 
never ſo ſmall? 5 
No doubt, they replied, the leaſt of Sins 
needs Repentance. 
But, ſaid I, according to his Doctrine, 
the ninety and nine were not clear from Sin, 
yet the Text ſays they were jut Perſong 
which need us Repentance. Now, judge ye 
whether it be ſound Doctrine gr not. 

Is that all you have to ſay to the Doc- 
trine? ſaid they. 

No, I replied, I heard Mr. Poaltny, (one 
for whom I have a great Eſteem) in Bride's 
Worſhip-Houſe, ſay thus in his Sermon, Fe 
are not for Iufallibility, as the Papiſts are, 
(naming them) neither are we for immediate 
Revelation as others, (naming none) but if 
we earneſtly and ſincerely pray to the Father, 
be will give us the Giſt of his Holy Spirit. 

That is good Doctrine ſaid they. 

At is crooked, ſaid I, for according to his 
Diſcourſe, upon ſincere Prayer the Lord 
will give us the Gilt of his Holy Spirit, 
which is Scripture-Phraſe alſo. Obſerye 
here, that by Prayer we may have a Gift of 
the Spirit of God. Now I ask you, whe- 
| | ther 
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od? 

No doubt, ſaid they, but it doth. | 

The, ſaid I, if by Prayer (as above) we 

et a Giſt of the Spirit: As far as God is 

Ble to make known his Mind by this 
Gift to us, ſo far is it immediate Revelation; 
And fo tar therefore is Poaltny's Doctrine 
crooked. 

24ly, As to the Pride of the Clergy, I 
have been at Worthip, ſaid I, and have ſeen 
a Miniſter preaching with his Wig powdered 
and frizzled; and yet in his Sermon ex- 
horted ſtrenuouſly to Humility, faying, If 
we intend to build a high Superſtructure, 
we muſt lay a ſure and low Foundation 
which I take to be 2 Humility. And 
when he had done his Diſcourſe, he came 
down, and took either a Wife, a Siſter, or 
ſome ſuch Perſon by the Hand, who ſeemed 
not well to know whether the flew or walked 
on the Ground, with Pride. 
Now I, a poor Traveller, am endeavour- 
ing to w alk in this humble Path he directed 
to, but alas! I cannot find the Print of my 
Teacher's Foot in it: Therefore, how can 
I believe ſuch a Guide, who directs to Peace 
in a Path wherein he himſelf doth not make 
one Step? "Theſe Things are great Lets to 
the well-minded. 


After this we had ſome further Diſcourſe 


and 1 directed them to the inward and Spt- 
ritual 
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ritual Part, adding ſome Expreſſions out of 
the 55th Chap. of ſaiab, which I ſpake with: * 

Fervour and Tenderneſs, in that Love Which 
drew me to them, inſomuch that they were 
greatly affected with it, and ſaid, Ve would 
be glad of more of your Company. 1 


Before I left them, I begged of them fo * 


be faithful to what they knew; for, ſaid I, 
when in a Journey we come to a Hill, we 
cannot ſee the other Side until we aſcend to 
the Top. Then, parting in Love, I bade 
them fare wel, and returned Home well ſatis- 
fied in that Viſit to them, which was my laſt. 
Aſter this I kept cloſe to Meetings, an 
in a little Lime it pleaſed Providence to put 
in his Holy-Hand, as at the Key-hole of 
the Lock, and I may fay, my Bowels were 
moved in great Love to my Beloved, 
who opened a Spring of Love, baptizing 
me down into it, and cauſed the Powers of 
the Earth to tremble; I being then in a 
Meeting, a great Shaking ſeized me, inſo- 
much that poor I was ſcarcely able to ſtand 
or go when the Meeting broke up. This 
was the firſt I ouch that I met with from the 
Hand of a mercitul Creator, that gave me | 
ſenſible Knowledge of the Reaſon why God's | 
People are called Malters; and T hope IL 
thall retain the Memory of it as long as F 
have a Being on the Earth, | 
My Love was then. grown very great 
towards God's People, and to all Mankind 
| D. uniyverſally 


4 
univerſally, which encreaſed my De ſire of 
going to Meetings more than before. 

Once while I was preparing to go to the 
Meeting, ſome People came to the Shop, 
and detained me tco long. I was not wil- 
ling to go late into the Meeting, but leaving 

my Buſineſs, I went into the F ields, and fat 
down alone, where the Heavenly Dew di- 
filled upon me, melting me down into Tears 
of Joy and Thankfulneis to him who is wor- 
thy to be bowed unto and worſhipped for- 

ever. 

Some time aſter, I went into Connanght 
to ſee my Parents, and, on the firſt Day 
of the Week, (the Place of Worthip being 
ſome Miles diſtant from them) my Father 
Raid at home on my Account; fo he 
and I fat down together in a Room, and 
the Bible being by me, I took it up and read 
therein. In reading I felt a Weight deſcend 

upon me; then ſhutting the Book I laid it 
down, and the Lord's Power cauſed me to 
tremble and throb, whilſt the Tears ran 
down amain; in which Condition J conti- 
nued a conſiderable Time. I was glad of 
that Viſitation, both on Account of my Fa- 
ther, and for my own Refreſhment. 

My Father looked at me with Admira- 
tion, and ſhortly my Mother coming 1n, he 
ſaid to her, Jobny took the Bible and read 
alittle in it, and then ſhutting it, laid 1t 
down, and fell a weeping, and fobbing ſo, 
that I never ſaw the like. Cur: 
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Our Meeting then was one more, for my 
Mother fat down with us. And the Lord 
opened my Mouth, and I faid, You are my 
Parents, you can remember my Birth, you had 
a tender Care in educating me, for Which 1 


am in Duty bound to be thankful to you. 


And now I thank the Almighty for laying his 
Hand upon your Child this Morning, melt- 
ing me into Tears before my Father: This 
is what we read ofin the Writing of the Pro- 
phet, in the Word of the Lord, Behold I 
will work a Work in your Days, which yon 
will not believe, though it be told you.. Hab. 
i. 5. This is that which raiſed the Quakers 
to be a People; this is that which preſerves 
them a People, and unites them together in 
the Bond of Love; were it not for the 
Power of God's melting Love in their. Souls 
they could not be able to remain a People; 
for this bears up their Heads in all their 
Sufferings, and comforts them in all their 
Afflictions; with more to the like Effect. 
My Parents were attentive, and my Father 
ſaid, Johny, I with thou waſt to ſtay with us. 

The ſame Morning, beſore that my Fa- 
ther, Mother and I had this Meeting toge- 
ther, a Popiſh Prieſt came in and fat down, 
and after ſome Time he ſaid, You deny Bap- 
tiſm ; meaning the Quakers. 

'They do not, ſaid I. 

Then ſaid my Mother, Do they not 


Tobny & 
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*' Indeed, Mother, ſaid I, they do not. 
1 But, ſaid the Prieſt, Yes they do. lenced 
4 | They allow one Baptitm neceſſary to Sal- WW pertin 
1 vation, out of which none can be ſaved, faid Fathe 
= I, Doſt thou allow that one Baptiſm? Th 
_ Yes, ſaid he, One Lord, ove Faith, one upon, 
=_ Baptiſm. thee, 
—_ hen, ſaid I, thou doſt allow one Bap- It i: 
= 0 tiſm really necetlary to Salvation, and no It t 
: 4 more. | | it fron 
1 Yes, ſaid he. Verſes 
us Take Notice all of you, ſaid J, by and I} not fo 
=. by he will have two Baptiſms. We read lit. 
| of two Baptiſms, the one John's, with angry, 
= Water; the other Chriſt's, with the Holy I ther at 
= Ghoſt and with Fire: Take thy Choice. Quake 
= ” Ambo, ſaid he. | My 


i | I told you he would be for two, and fo they c 
1 he is, ſaid T, tor I underſtand that Word, Once 


* " it {ignifies Both. My Father ſmiled. cravin; 
= Then, faid T to the Prieſt, Theſe poor IF retired 
= Servants take thee to be as a little God; ny, lai 


ſpeak in Iri/þ or in Eng/iſh, that they may hen 


underftand us. Then he ſaid in Latin, Ex- Noy 
cept a Man be born of Mater, and of the Spi- ſtill wi 
fit, &c. There is Water, ſaid he. Wh 


Is Chriſt the Fountain of living Water or WW under: 
not? ſaid J. gs faid I, 


Yes, ſaid he. Mind, 
There's Water, ſaid IJ, Water to waſh than th 
the Filth out of the Heart; take that Wa- made r 
ter for. the Water in the Text. He was ft If it 
n - {> legced WM fied, ti 
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lenced as to that, but asked me a very im- | 
pertinent Queſtion ; ſaying, Which is the- 
Father or the Son oldeſt? 


That is not pertinent to what we were 


upon, and I have not Freedom to anſwer 
thee, ſaid I. 
It is, ſaid he, becauſe you cannot. 
If thou muſt have an Anſwer, ſaid I, take 
it from the Evangeliſt John, in the firſt five 


Verſes of the iſt. Chapter, 


and it that will 


not ſolve thy Queſtion, blame the Evange- 
He ſaid no more about it, but grew 
angry, and getting up took leave of my Fa- 
ther and Mother, ſaying, I will not bid the 
Quaker good b'ye, and ſo away he went. 
My Father uſed at Meals to ſay Grace (as 
call it) both before and after Meat. 
Once before Meat, whilſt my Father was 
craving a Bleſſing, as uſual, I fat ftill and 
retired in Mind. When he had done, Jobhu- 
ny, ſaid he, Don't your People ſay Grace 
when they go to Meat. , 
Now this Queſtion aroſe from my fitting 
ſill with my Hat on. | 
When we go to Meals we fit ſtill while 
under a Senſe of God's Mercies before we. ear, 
ſaid I, and he, who. knows the Heart and 
Mind, accepts the Sincerity of ſuch mote 
than the Repetition of any Form of Words 
made ready to our Hand. 
If it be fo, ſaid he, I am very well ſatis- 


liſt. 


they 


fied, for God knows 
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Church of E NG LAN D, &c. 


HE. Charge and common Argument 
which moit (it not all) other Socic- 
ties bring againſt the People in Pe- 

riſion called Quakers is, that they deny the 
principal Means by which Salvation is at— 


tained, viz. Baptiſm and the Communion of 


Saints. 

Now I ſhall ſpeak my own Experience 
in this Matter, though but a poor weak 
Worm, yet through Mercy a Partaker in 
Meaſure of both theſe Ordinances ; and [ 
dare venture to ſay in Behalf of theſe honeſt 
People, that they believe both theſe are 
neceſſary to Salvation. 

Me rcad of two Baptiſms in the Holy 
Scriptures, viz. 1. and Chriſt's; the 
one to continue for a Time, the other to 

remain 
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( 
remain a ſtanding Ordinance in the Church 
of Chriſt. 

I have Charity for you who are plead- 
ing for Water-Baptiſm to be a ſtanding 
Ordinance in the Church of Chriſt for ever, 
knowing many of you to be well-meaning 
People, according to your Knowledge. The 
Day hath been, when I was upon that barren 
Mountain as well as you, confeſſing daily 
my miſerable State and Condition, erring 
and ſtraying from the Way of the Lord like 
a loſt Sheep, among others, follow ing the 
Devices and Deſires of our own wicked 
Hearts, doing thoſe Things we ought not 
to do, and leaving undone the 1 hings we 
ought to have done, Sc. But inatmuch 
as it hath pleaſed Alinighty God, fince that 
Time, to manifeſt his Gitt, Grace or Spirit 
in my Heart, to the Deſtroying of Sin gra- 
dually in my mortal Body thro” his Power, 
you haye been often preſented cloſely to my 
View. 

Now, my friendly Neighbours, who are 
living in the Belief of this or the other Sha- 
dow, and are catechizing and training up 
your Children therein, let me entreat you 
ſeriouſly to weigh the Vows made at the 
Time of Sprinkling, for there is more in 
thoſe Vows than many ſeem to be aware of. 
J would have all to lay theſe Things to 
Heart, and conſider that there is no leſs at 


Rake than their precious Souls. 7 
E 2 Oh ! 
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On! ſee if thoſe Vows be performed, or 
not. It pertorming, I heartily with the 
Growth and Proſperity thereof in all ; but 
if not performing, it is high "Time to enter 
upon Repentance without miſpending more 
Time. And let me tell you, the great God 
will not be mocked by any of us; For what-= 
feever, a Man ſcweth, that ſball he alſo reap. 
Lor he that ſoweth to his Fleſh, ſhall of the 
Fleſh reap Corruption; but he that foweth to 
the Spirit, fhall of the Spirit reap Life ever- 
laſting. * See then that you © forſake the 
* Devil and ALL his Works, the Pomps 
* and Vanities of this wicked World, with 
« ALL the ſinſul Luſts of the Fleſh.” This 
is one of the three Things vowed or pro- 
miſed in the Name of the Perſon ſprinkled 
or baptized, _ 

Now the Generality of Proſeſſors are rea- 
dy to reflect on the Quakers, for ſaying, 
that through the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy 
Spirit ( © a Meaſure or Maniteſtation where- 
« of is given to every Man to profit with- 
« all'+) they can live a perfe& and an upright 
Life, holy in the Sight of God. To ſuch I 
anſwer, that I know none that plead for a 
Pitch of Perfection attainable beyond what 
is included in the Things here promiſed, 

The ſecond Thing promiſed is *© to believe 
all the Articles ot the Chriſtian Faith. 


* Gal. Vi. 73 $, * 1 Cor. X11, 7. 
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enter upon making this, or any other Vow 
whatſoever, to come friſt to the “ true 
« Faith, that works by Love, that purifes 
the Heart, and juſtifies the Faithful, which 
« is alſo a Shield, gives Victory over Sin, 
« and quenches all the fiery Darts of the 
« Wicked,” * and when come hither, they 
can determine what is neceſſary concerning 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and keep 
all the Vows they make unviolated, by this 
Pure Faith that was once delivered to the 
Saints, And the carneſt Breathing and De- 
fires of the Faithful to the Lord are, that 
all the Inhabitants of the Earth may come 
to witneſs him whom God hath ſent to fit as 
a Purifier in their Souls, to purge them, and 
preſent them to Himſelf as a pure Virgin 
without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch 


As to this Vow, I would have all that | 


Thing. 


The third Thing vowed, is to“ keep 
« God's Holy Will and Commandments, 
« and walk in the ſame all the Days of thy 
« Life;z” which for Holineſs in the Sight of 
God is nothing ſhort of the firſt. | 

Now Friends, let me prevail with you to 
obſerve one Word mentioned in-theſe Vows, 
that is the Word ALL; this leaves no Re- 
ſerve for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof: 
For, obſerve, © ALL the Devil's Works, 


—— 


Ad xv.g, Rem. v. 1. Eph. vi. 16. 


6% 


1 Jobn v. 4. 
ALL 


| WAS as, = 

© ATL. Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
& World, ALL ſinſul Deſires of the Fleſh, 
© to keep God's Holy Will and Command- 
te ments, and walk in the · ſame ALL the 
& Days of your Lives.” "Thoſe Promiſes, 
I fay, leave no room for ſuch fleſhly Liber- 
ty, or Recreation, ſo called, at which 1 


have been troubled, (whilft of your Society) 


and allo admired that ſuch as made thoſe 
Vows would take the Liberty to ſpend their 
precious Time in; as Gaming and Drinking 
, to Exceſs; not to mention the wicked and 
* filthy Actions that ſuch Things lead into, 
yet at Times the Lord doth plead with 
them, by his Spirit of Judgment, in the Se- 
cret of their Souls, and beget Sorrow for 
Sin in them; but they not joyning with the 
Reproofs of Inſtruction, which is the Way 
of + Lite, the Enemy and their vain Com- 
panione, Satan's Inſtruments, lead them Cap- 
tive at his Will and Pleaſure into the ſame 
Exceſs of Riot again. ( 

Whoever thou art that knoweſt thy ſelf 
under this Obligation to the great God, (tor 
my Part, I know none of the whole Maſs of 
Mankind but what are obliged to pay and 
aig all their, Vows unto the Lord) my 

eſire is that thou wouldſt cofilider thy 
Ways and be wile, and let the Streſs of thy 
Vows come in thy View, for it bars againſt 

| 
Ja, iv. 4 f Prov, vi. 23, $ 1 Pet. iy. 4 
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Recreation, and Sin and Iniquity of what 
kind ſoever. And when the Lord is pleaſed 
to touch thy Heart with the Finger of his 
Love, and beget Sorrow in thy inward Parts 
for acting contrary to his righteous Law, 
Oh! I ſay, when he thus touches; this is 
God's Gift, the * Light of Chriſt, joyn with 
it and follow it; and as thou art giren up 
to the Leadings of it, thou wilt know a 
Victory thereby, firſt over one Sin, and then 
over another, until thou witneſs a 4 Death 
unto Sin, and a new Birth unto Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is the inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
whereof the Baptiſm with Water is bat the 
outward and vitible Sign. So, I would have 
all, ſince the Subſtance ot all Shadows, to 
wit Chriſt, is come, to torſake the Shadows, 
Sizns and Figures, and to embrace the Sub- 
ſtance which was ſhadowed out by them; 
for, (Holy Praiſes be to the Lord for ever 

the Day is riſen, the Subſtance come, 
and the Shadows of the Night are fled away 
in a great Meaſure. And there is a Rem- 
nant that can lit down every one in their Hea- 
venly Places in Chriſt, witneſſing Jacob's Fire, 
and Joſeph's Flame, burning and deſtroying 
E/au's Mountain of Sin in their Hearts, 
And then they can ſay to their Deliverer, 
with holy Praiſes in their Mouths, that the 


1 


* Eph. v. 13. + Rom. vii. 13. 
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firong Man armed, which kept the Houſe, 
and had been at Peace, is now, by the 
ſtronger Man, bound, caft out, and all his 
Goods ſpoiled and caft out with him. They 
can alſo ſer their Seals to the Fulfilling of 
Chriſt Jeſus's Promiſe, which is, TI wrll not 
leave you com/ortleſs, but I will pray the Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever, even the 
Spirit of Truth which the World cannot re- 
ceive ; when he comes he will guide us in- 
to all Truth Þ, and conſequently cut of all 
that is contrary to I ruth. This is a peace- 
able Habitation and ſure Dwelling-place 9, 
to be thus baptized intu Chrift, the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters, and Well-ſpring of 
Conſolation, the Head of all his that are 
thus baptiz d. And theſe are true Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, Children of God, and Heirs 
of the Kingdom of Heaven 1n reality, not in 
Name only, and can with Joy draw Water 
out of the Well of Salvation q, (viz. Chriſt) 
wherein they have been baptized. 

The Queſtion following is, Loft thou not 
think that thou art bound to believe and to ao 
as they (meaving the Sureties) have promiſed 
for thee © | 

Anſwer. © Yes, verily, and by God's Help 
© fol will, and I heartily thank our Heavenly 
Father that he hath called me to this State 
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of Salvation, ' thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, 
and I pray God to give me his Grace, that 1 
may continue in the ſame unto my Life's End. 
5 thou confirmeſt the Engagements, 
promiſing by God's Help, that thou wilt 
perform the Vows made in thy Name, and 
here thou prayeſt to God to give thee his 
Grace, by which thou doſt acknowledge, 
thou canſt believe and pertorm what thy 
Sureties have promiſcd for thee. Now the 
Quakers are ridiculed for ſaying, (though _ 
not without ſufficient Proofs of Scripture) || 
that through the Help of God's Holy Spi- 
rit- aſſiſting them, they may + do that which 
will find Acceptance in his Sight: And this 
a Remnant doth evidently know and wit- 
neſs, . which cauſes their Souls to yearn 
towards, their Fellow Mortals, that they 
ſhould come to joyn with the. Grace, Giſt 


or Spirit of the Lord, in the: Secret. of-== 


their, Hearts, for there it is that the Lord 
doth plead with the Children of Men, and 
there they muſt anſwer him, or elſe quench 
his Holy Spirit, which (if obeyed). would 
( ſeal them to the Day of Redemption. Oh! 
Man, this is the“ Light or Witneſs of God 
that he hath placed in thy Heart to lead 


thee out of all Tranſgreiſion, and enable 


thee to perſorm thy Vows ; be ſure to make 
this thy Friend, and be at Peace with this 
pure . Witneſs, or elſe it will be more than 


TT u. 13. Hab xi 20, 21. 1 Erb. ir. 30. * Tſaiab ln 19. 
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ten thouſand Witneſſes againſt thee one 
Day; then poor Mun, Woe will be thy Por. 


tion, and that tor ever. 


After the Rehearſal of thy Belief, the 
next Queſtion is, 


Mat doft thou chiefly learn in theſe Arti. 
cles of thy Belief © a 
Anſw. Firſt, I learn to believe in God th: 
Father, who made me and all the World. 
Secondly, In God the Son, who hath re. 
" deemed me and all Manking. 
Thirdly, 1» Ged the Fly Git, who fant 
tifieth me and all the ele People of God. 


Obſerve weightily what is here ſaid, that 
thou lcarneſt theſe three Particulars. The 
Leſſon is good, learn it daily, and ſhew it 
Forth in thy Life and Converſation, Firſt 
To believe in God the Father, who made the: 
and ail the World. It is true, the Omnipo- 
tent God did make thee'and all the World: 
but | mark, ] he made Man for a Purpoſe of his 
own Glory, not to live to ſerve himſelf, but 

his Maker, and to obey him in all Things. 
Secondly, To believe in God the Son, whi 
hath redeemed thee and all Mankind. Thou 
ſay'ſt he hath redeemed thee. Oh! Friend, 
I wiſh it were ſo indeed and in Truth, it 
would be Cauſe of great Joy to all God's 
taithtul People, it all thoſe who confeſs _ 
allow 


allow t 
chiſm e 
liveth, 

vain Ce 
venly © 


you all 
'T hi 
tifieth 
Here 
thou d. 
Sanctif 
It is 
ſanctiſi 
let me 
ſeſſing, 
titying 
Souls, 
God to 
our's P 
ſaying, 
Thy W. 
of all G 
ed by 
let me 
techiſe 
all you 
pings 1 
ing, P. 
of Wir 
if the) 


© — — — 


(S) | 
allow theſe Sentences in their Church-Cate- 
chiſm could ſay, I know that my Redeemer. 
liveth, for he hath redeemed me from m 
vain Conyerſation. This would be an Hea=. \ 
venly State. Oh, preſs after it, I entreat 
ou all. 

Thirdly, In God the Holy Ghoſt, who ſa ne- 
tifieth me, and all the elect People of God. 
Here thou doſt conteſs and declare, that 
thou doſt believe that the Holy Ghoſt is the 
Sanctifier of thee and all God's People. 

It is certainly true, there is none can be 
ſanctified but by God's Holy Spirit. And 
let me carneſtly entreat all that are thus con- 
ſeſſing, to turn in to the Holy Gitt or ſane- 
titying Spirit ot God, in the inward of their 
Souls, that they may witneſs the Word of 
God to ſanctily them, according to our Savi- 
our's Prayer to his Father for his Followers, 
ſaying,” * SanGify them through thy Truth + 
Thy Word is Truth. Here is the Sanctiffer 
of all God's People, and they that are ſanctifi- 
ed by him are all of one with him, And 
let me tell all, both Catechiſer and Ca- 


techiſed, that without this ſanctiſy ing Power, \ 
all your © 2eremonies, Sprinklings and Dips. )) 
pings in outward Water, with all their Sing- 


ing, Praying, Eating of Bread and Drinking 
of Wine, will I profit them nothing at all; but 
if they come to witneſs this Holy Spiris to 
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Jebu XV. 117. Þ# Heb, ii. 11. 
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RIF and - cleanſe their Souls, I . hope  _ 
there are none but will allow, that this i HOL 
ſufficient without the Aſſiſtance of any trans Hout 
"Hitory and periſhing Element, Type or Sha- Verve hi 
dow, Chriſt the Antitype being now come. 


The 

Next follows the Rehearſal of the Com- ¶ catechi! 
mandments delivered unto Moyes on Mount- ¶ tor; at 
Sinai, in Tables of Stone. And, of God 
After the Rehearſal of the Command- be well 
ments follow theſe Queſtions fare of 1 
Obſe! 

Queſtion iſt. hat doſt thou learn by theſe there 1: 

. Commanaments ? ling lef 


Anſw. I learn. tuo Things, my Duty to- Soul's . 
wards, God, aud my Duty towards my Neigh-M ALL t. 
bour. Strength 
ALL t 
As touching this, pray conſider thy Leſ-W their N 
ſon weightily. Thou ſay'ſt thou doſt learn, indeed, 
which implies more than ſaying thou oughteit EI tion, 1 
to learn. Mark well, I ſay, this Leſſon, © World 
Thy Duty towards God and thy . Neighbour, thereof 
and diſcharge thy ſelf in Gad's e 23 our Dat 
thou oughteſt. who wal 

| Degree 

Q. ad. What is thy Duty towards God © Now 

Anſw. My Duty towards God, is to believe becauſe 
in bim, to fear him, and to love bim with || come tc 
ALL my Heart, with ALL ny Mind, with the Son 
ALL my Soul, and with ALL my Strength; all his r. 
to worſhip him, to give him Thanks, to put my Territo 
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MY HOLE Truft in bim, to call pon iow, 1 td. \\ 
in- Honour his Holy Name aud bis Mord, and b 
la- /erve him 7. RU ALL the Days of my * | 


Theſe are acknowledged, by ſuch as are | 
m· ¶ catechiſed, to be their Duties to their Crea- 
t- tor; and it is very well ſaid. The Groans 
of God's People are, that their Duty ſhould 
d- be well performed for the Good and Wel- 
fare of their immortal Souls. | 
Obſerve here, as in the foregoing Vows, 
fe there is no Room, no Time, nor Dwek 
ling left for any of the Suggeſtions of the 
to-W Soul's Adverſary, where ALL the Heart, 
h-Y ALL the Mind, ALL the Soul, ALL the 
Strength are devoted to ſerve God TRULY | 
ALL the Days of their Lives, and to put | 
e- ¶ their WHOLE Truft in him. A bleſſed State 
n, indeed, if really attained ; and for Perſes- 
eit tion, 1 know ot no People in any Age of the 
u, World that have arrived to a higher Pitch 1 
ir, thereof than what is here confeſſed to be | | 
23 our Duty; nay, not Noah, nor even Enoch, 
who walked with God, could know a greater 
Degree of Purity. 
. Now to cnable you to do thoſe Things, 
ve becauſe of your own Inability, you muſt 
th come to him whom God hath ſent (to wit, 
th the Son of his Love) to be a Captain to lead 
b; Jall his ranſomed and redeemed out of all the 
ay Territories of ſpiritual Sodom und Egypt,” * 
2 "wn * Rev. xl. 8. ® 
where 
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1 
where the Lord ol Life was eragihed: Fot phecyo 
God bath ſent his Son à Light into the ſign 
World that the World through him might 
be ſaved +; and in his univerſal Love to 
Mankind, bath placed in the- Hearts and 
Souls of all Men, without Diſtinction, 
Meaſure or Manie ſtation of this truæ Light, 
that lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World, to lead him through this Vale 
of Tears unto himſelf: This is the new. Co ſuc 
venant writ in the Heart, which the Pro- nileſt hi 
poet propheſied of in the Viſion of the are bro: 
Lord, ſaying, Behold the Days come, faith *h< Spi 
be Lord, that I will make a vew'Covenan nels a L 
vit h tbe Houſe of Iſrael and with the Houſe off Death. 
Judab, not according to the Covenant that ty to Ga 
- made with their Fathers, in the Day that witnetlir 
00k them by the Hand to bring them out of thelſf ſtructor 
Lana 1 Egypt, “which my Covenant tho themſel 
brate, I but this ſball be the Covenant that Neighb 
"will make wit h the Houſe of Iſrael, aſter tho ſelves, 
Days, ſuitb the Lord, I will put my Law inf hDuαj 
their imward Parts, and write it in their Chriſt, 
Hearts; I will be their God, and they ſball l Ri htec 
my People. And they ſhall no more teach and will 
every Man his * and every Man hid walk no! 
Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, for the This L. 
all all know mme, from the leaft-of them um and M. 
#be greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord; for Twill unto Sal 
forgive their Iniquity, and I will remember — 
"their Sin mb more. Here is a lively Pre 1 . 
om. vin. 


© Jon ll 10. E. ohm i. 9. + Fer, xxxi. 31, 32, &c. 
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(39) 
phecyof this Holy one of the En 
ſign that the Nations are to flow unto, one on 
whom Help is laid, being mighty to ſave 
and able to deliver all them that come to 
his Father through him. 

Now when poor ncedy Souls, through the; 
Senſe of their Want, do ſigh and groan to 
be delivered, they ſhall not be forgotten; fl 
but the Lord will h ariſe for the Help of 
ſuch, and reveal his Law in them, and ma- 
nileſt his Will unto them, and then as they 
are brought into Obedience to this Law of. 
the Spirit of Lite in Chriſt, they will wit- 


neſs a Freedom from the Law of Sin and 


Death. So then they will know their Du- 
ty to God, and likewiſe to their Neighbour, 
witnefling this Divine Law to be their In- 
ſtructor; and then: they have the Law in 

themſelves, that they cannot harm their 
Neighbour any more than they would them 


ſebves, but do to all Men as they would they: 
JF ſhould do to them. Come away then to 


Chriſt, who. is the Eud of the Law. for. 
Fr to every one that believeth, 
and will fulfil all Righteouſneſs in them who 


This Law doth lie near thee, in thy Heart 
and Mouth“ x, and will teach thee to be wiſe \. 


unto Salvation, rendering to every one their 


— — — — 
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Due, * Tribute to whom Tribute, Cuſtom to 
whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour. to 
whom Houour is due. It will likewiſe teach 
thee to keep thy Body temperate, to be ſober 
and chaſte, not covetous, but labouring ho- 
neſtly in God's Creation while he gives thee 
Health and Strength; and if ſo, thou art ſet 
free from Sin by the Law of the Spirit of Lite. 
Oh ! is not this, the Subſtance, worthy to be 
waited for. Oh! come and prove theſe 
Things, they are evident Truths and attain- 
able; Holy Praiſes be aſcribed to the Giver 
of every good and perfect Gitt. There are 
Thouſands of Witneſſes whom he, thro' his 
own Power, hath raiſed to teſtify the Truth 
of theſe "Things in this Glorious Goſpel- 
Day that has dawned, in which the Son 
of Righteouſneſs is riſen to a great Height 
in theſe Northern Iſlands, the Glory where- 
of, I firmly belicie, will never be eclipſed 
any more for ever. 


Aſterwards, the Catechiſer ſaith, 


My gecod Child, know this, that thou art 
not able tn do theſe things of thy ſelf, nor to 
walk: in the Commandments of God, and to 
ſerve him without his ſpecial Grace, which 
thou muſt learn at all times to call for by dili- 
gent Prayer; Let me hear therefore if thou 
canſt ſay the Lord's Prayer ? | 


* Rom. Xili. 7. 
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Anſw. UR Father, ubich art in Hen 

ven; Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be done is 
Earth, As it is in Heaven. Vive us this. 
Day our daily Bread. Aud forgive us UF 
Trefpaſſes, As we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us. And lead us not into Temptations 
Bur deliver us from Evil. Amen. 1 


Now I firmly believe the Truth of the fore 
going Sentences, knowing, (thro Mercy) that 
the beſt of Men living are not able of them- 
ſelves, to perform the leaſt Duty to the 
Lord without this Gift, this Holy Grace. 
So tender Neighbours, mind this; for my 
Deſire to the Lord is, that the Catechiſer 
may queſtion from this Giſt, and the Cate- 


chized may hear and practiſe through the 


Ability of this Holy Grace of God that brings 
Salvation, teaching us, | (according to the 
Apoſtle's Doctrine,) that denying Ungoali- 
neſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberiy, 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent World; 
looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious 
Appearing of the- great God aud our daviour 
eſus Chrift, who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us-from all Iniquity, and purifte . 
unto himſelf a peculiar People zealous of g 


Works *, which, thoſe that witneſs, have a 


Right to ſay, Our Father, which art in 


Aus Ul, 17, 12, 13, 14. + Jols. . l. « 0. 2 
cave. 


. TY, -- x e 

93 : = Y np 

U . . £ : 
bs BM. , 0 l 1 | 


(42) 

Rreanen, hallowed be thy Name, for they 
have known his Name to be as a ſtrong 
Tower of Defence to them, to- ſhield them 
againſt the Aſſaults of the Enemy; and. they 
can ſenſibly ſay, Thy Kingdom come, thy Will 
be done in Earth as it is in Heaven; and in 
this Name and Power are enabled to do his 
Will, witneſſing the King to ſway his Scep- 
ter Þ of Rightcouſneſs in their Hearts, and 
his Kingdom to be come in Meaſure, which 
conſiſteth not in Meat and Drink, but in 
Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

They can alſo pray for their daily Bread, 
the true * Bread that cometh down from Hea- 
ven; for, ſaid our bleſſed Lord, The Bread 
of God is he which cometh down. from Heaven, 
and giveth: Life unto the World; and he is ro- 
vealing theſe Myſteries of his Kingdom unto 


| Babes and Sucklings, who wait on him in 


pure Silence of all Fleſh. and flethly Cogita- 
tions, until he is pleaſed in tender Mercy ta 
draw forth the Breaſt of his Conſolation, . to 
comfort and refreth them with the Daintics 
of his Houſe, the ſubſtantial Food which 
nouriſhes the Soul, viz. the Bread of Life 


and the Wine of the Kingdom, and. in the 


er of this Divine Refreſhment, theſe 
redeemed ones can offer up Sacrifices of pure 


Holy Praiſes and Thankſgivings to the God 
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of all their Comforts, for refreſhing their 
poor Souls. So, dear Neighbours, theſe art 
the Prayers and Praiſes that will find Acc p- 
tance with God, which are put up to him 
in his own Time, inot in Man's Will and 
Pleaſure, but in God's Giſt and Powes. 
Thefe are alſo taught by Chriſt: to-forgive 
their Debtors as they deſire to be forgiven, 
and pray for their Enemies, Perſecutors and 


Slanderers. He will alſo lead us out of 


Temptation and deliver us from Exil. 
Here we ſhall pray, praiſe, fing, ' preach, or 
whatſoever elſc we do, with the Spirit, and 


with Underſtanding alfo, to the Glory of 


God *, who worketh all our Works in us 
and for us of his own good Pleaſure q. Here 
is (or ought to be) the Informer of us all, 
by whom if we be counſelled and inſormed, 


we ſhall know what to defire of God in all : 


our Prayers and Supplications which are put 

up unto him in the Holy Spirit of his Son our 

Lord and Saviour Jclus Chriſt. | 
Next, concerning the Ordinances. 


As for the Word Sacrament, I dont 
remember-to have read it in the Scriptures of 
Truth. You ſay there are two only, as ge- 
nerally neceſſary toSalvation, that is, Baptiſm | 
and the Lord's Supper. I acknowledge both 


theſe” Ordinances. Since then both you and 


I own theſe, the Queſtion is, wherein do we 


differ ? 
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Tanſwer, the Difference is this, T would not 
have you ſtick in the outward viſible Signs, 
but come and enjoy inward and ſpiritual 
Grace. Your own Conteſſion in the Cate- 
chiſm is what I preſs upon all to experience; 
for, you call thoſe the outward and vilible 
Signs of an inward and ſpiritual Grace; this 
is what I call on ycu to come and witneſs, 
the ſubſtantial Part of Baptiſm, which 1s a 
Death unto Sin and a new Birth unto Righ- 
teouſneſs. Know your ſelves to be baptized 
with the Baptiſm the Apoſtle was baptized 
withal. How ſball we (ſaith he) that are 
dead to Sin, live any longer therein? Here 
was a Death to Sin; and was this Death 
to Sin the Effect of outward Water? No 
ſuch Matter, he ſheweth it in Verſe 3. Know 
ye not that ſo many of us as were baptized into 
Feſtus Chriſt, were baptized into his Death, 
Therefore we are buried with him into Death; 
that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the 
Dead by the Glory of the Father, even /0 we 
alſo ſhould walk in Newne/s of Liſe*. Here 
you have the ſubſtantial Cauſe which doth 
effect a Death unto Sin, and enables to walk 
in Newneſs of Lite. 

Touching this Point, I ſhall ſay a few 
Words concerning my ſelf in particular. 

My Parents being well-meaning, and, 1n 
their Way of Worſhip ſomewhat - zealous, 
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they would have all the Ceremonies pre- / 
ſcribed by the Church which they wers 


Members of to be uſed on their Children. 
Purſuant thereto, they cauſed me to be | 
ſprinkled in my Infancy, and educated me | 
in the Perſuaſion they were of (viz. that of | 


the Church of England, ſo called.) When 
I was grown up to riper Years, they alſo 
took me to the Biſhop to be confirm'd, leſt 1 
ſhould be wanting (on their Part) in being 
a thorough Member of Chriſt. I was like» 
wiſc often catechized by the Prieſt in my 
Minority, and have made theſe Vows and 
Confeſſions many a Time; but alas ! to my 


great Grief I may ſay, when I came to Years . 


of Underſtanding I found, though I had 


been ſprinkled, confirmed, and frequently * 
catechized, that they did me no good at 
rieft, 1 


all; for, in all my Anſwers to the 
law plainly that I was telling Lies in the Pre- 


ſence of the Lord ; r out- 


ember of 


* 
1 - 
: 


ward and viſible Signs, I was no 
Chriſt, no Child of God, nor an Inheritor 
of the Kindom of Heaven. I had no Right 
to call God Father, becauſe I was net born of 
bim, for I was in Sin and Iniquity : But they 
that are * horn of God fin not, having the 
Holy Seed remaining in them. I could not 
call Jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer, nor the 
Holy Ghoſt:my Sandlifier : becauſe I was in 
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vain Converſation, ſetting my ſelf at a Di- 
Rance from the Lord, by reaſon of Sin and 
wicked Works, though I deteſted any Im- 
morality, for which. the Law of the Nation 
could lay hold of mc, and that not only tor 
fear of the Law, but for Conſcience ſake, yet 
ſtill T was' under the Banner of the Enemy, 
fighting againſt the * Lord and his anointed 
in my. own Soul, in Pride and Vanity, to a 
high Degree, yielding my Members as Ser- 
vants to obey the Law of Sin and Death: 
This was my wretched: and miſerable Con- 
dition, until the Lord, in tender Love, was 
pleaſed to convince my Underſtanding thro 
the Doctrine of his People, in Scorn called 
© uakers, after having been confeſſing my 
diſtreſſed State, as a miſerable Offender a- 
mong the reſt, and that daily, and partaking 
of the outward Bread and Wine from Time 
to Time, for the Space of above ſixteen 
Years, ftill conſeſſing the ſame miſerable 
State, and that truly too, for I could not 
find any Power in thoſe Rites and Ceremonies 
to lead me out of that my degenerate Con- 
dition, until I was directed to God's Giſt in 
my own Soul, the FAnointing from the Holy 
One, which vould teach me all Things, and 
is Truth, and is no Lie; and upon Proof 
the Lord was pleaſed in Meaſure to give me 
ſome Glimmerings of his Love to Mankind, 


lt. 
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(which I enjoy'd in pure Silence) engaging 


me more and more to be inward with him. 


So that I was about 38 Years old before I 
entered into this Holy Wartare, to make 
War in Righteouſneſs againſt all my Soul 
Enemies, at which Time I did witneſs ſomes 
thing of the Baptiſm of Chriſt, with the 
Holy Ghoſt and with Fire; for I could feel 
the Word of God, as a * Hammer, break» 
ing my Heart, which before was very ob» 
durate: I felt the ſame Holy Word as a 
Fire burning up Sin, and deſtroying the 
Mountain ot Iniquity gradually in me, be- 
ing by this Holy Teacher made ſenſible, 
that nothing but Sin ſeparates the Soul from. 
the Enjoyment of the Lord, and that our 
9 rn are what cauſe him to hide his 
ace from us. Of theſe Things was I, 


Worm, in great and unſpeakable Mercy, 


made an Experiencer; everlaſting Honour, 
Praiſe, Dominion and Majeſty be aſcribed 


from my Soul to the God of all Mercies and 


Conſolations, both now, henceforth and for 
evermore. Amen, Amen. | 
Here, tender Neighbours, I have in brief 
ſhewed you ſomewhat of the Lord's Deal- 
ings with my poor Soul in this glorious Gof- 
pel-Day, wherein the q Love of Cod is ſhed 
abroad in our Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt 
hich is given unto. us, And this pure 
Jer. Mili. 23. + 16. lix . 

f : by : H 4 


$- Rom, v. 5. 
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Love in our Hearts cauſeth us to entreat 
our Neighbours and Relations to come and 

prove theſe Things, that they may * /eek 
the Lord while he may be found, and call upon 
bim while he is near. Let the Wicked for- 
fake bis Way, and the Unrighteous Man his 
Thoughts, and turn unto the Lord, and he 
will have Mercy, and to our God, and he will 
abundantly pardon. Oh!] let theſe Heavenly 
Promiſes prevail upon you, tor they are all 
yea and amen in Chriſt, the bleſſed Foun- 
tain from-whence all our conſolating Streams 
do iſſue. This Fountain, I would direct 
all unto, which the Jeu forſook, as the 
Prophet of the Lord declared: in the Viſion 
of the Almighty, calling the Heavens to be 
aſtoniſhed at it, ſaying, T My People hath 
eommitted two Evils, they have forſaken me, 
the Fountain of Living Waters, and hewed 
them out Ciſterns, broken Cifterns, that can hold 
no Water. Ah! let me prevail with you to 
forſake the broken and empty Ciſterns o 
your own hewing, and come to this Foun- 
tain that is ever full, and cannot be drained 
dry. This 9 Fountain was open to the 
"Houſe of David, and' to the Inhabitants 
Jeruſalem, to cleanſe from Sin and unclear- 
neſs, Come, here is the ancient Fountain 
that the Righteous in all Generations fince 
the Foundation of the World were baptized 
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(49) | 
it © info. Here is Antiquity for you ho plead 
dor — ; it you be not baptized here- 
in your Antiquity will profit you nothing at 
„all. This is alſo the new and living Foun- 
„ tain for all ſucceeding Generations to be 
% waſhed and made clean in, and is the ſame 
be Veſterday, this Day, and for ever. Now 
i here is the Difference between the Out- 
ly ward and the Inward, the Husk' and 
ai the Kernel, the Shadow and the Subſtance, 
n. Oh ! that the Lord may be pleaſed to open 
ns the Eyes of the Underſtanding of the People, 
both high and low, that they might diſcern 
ne] what they are doing, and lament over him 
on whom they have pierced, d “ mourn over 
beſt the Holy One, who is crucified in their 
th Hearts by reaſon of Sin and wicked Works. 
If the Nations were thus baptized into this 
Fountain that I have been directing unto, 
Oh ! what a lovely People there would be, | 
God's Preſence filling every Heart, and they * 
all performing his Holy Will. | 
Jo come into the Saints Communion, is, 
to be a Communicant with them at the ſame | 
Table where the Saints do feed : Now the | 
Saints feed upon Food the World knows' | 
not of. It is the inward and ſpiritual Grace | 
/ 


ſtill I muſt direct People unto, which is the 
Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt, as he himſelf 
ſaid unto his Diſciples, when in the Body 


CT ( —— 


Zach. xii. 10. 


I prepared 


and he with me. 


| (50) 

prepared of the Father for him, ſaying, Ex. 
cept you eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
urin his Blood, you have no Life in you. 
Whoſo eateth my Fleſb, and drinketh my Blood 
hath eternal Life ; and I will raiſe him up at 
the lat Day.* Now weigh the Text in 
the Spirit of Meckneſs and Fear of the 
Lord. Obſerve, many of his Diſciples, 
when they heard this, called it a hard Say- 
ing, and could not bear it, but were of- 
tended ; which when Chriſt perceived, he 
faid, Are ye N at this? or, Dot h this 
offend you © I hen he opened the Inſide of 
the Saying unto them, thus, It is the Spirit 
that quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteh nothing, the 
Words that I ſpeak unto you, they are Spirit, 
aud they are Life. Here Chriſt directs His 
unto the Spirit that quickeneth, and giveth 
— to the Soul. The Diſciples were upon 

xternals, but their Maſter turneth them to 
Internals, to underſtand him in Spirit and in 
Life. This Quickener is the ſame as ever, and 
would have the Sons and Daughters of Men 
to let him into their Hearts, that they may 
ſup with him and he with them, ſaying, 
+ Behold, I fland at the Door and knock, if 
any Man kear my Voice, and open the. Door, 
1 will come in to him, and will ſap with him, 
A bleſſed Gueſt indeed 
Dear Friends, open to let him come into 
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John vi, 4%; 63, 63. + Rev. iii. 20. 
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*. your Hearts, hearken to his ſtill, ſmall 
nd Voice, and witneſs a Coming into Commu» * 


on. nion with the Father and with the Son; 
which if you do, you cannot be out of the 
at E Communion of s ſanctified ones; for 
in you will be all of the Family and Houſhold 
he of one Father, who is liberal in all his Gifts, 
s, Wand bath given his Son, that through him 
J-W all the Children of Men might have Lite. 
He that hath the Sou bath Life, and be 
he ¶ bat bath not the Son hath not Life. * Now 
is Wit through the Son you witneſs your Souls 
of ¶ to live unto God, then you have the Son, 
it © and with the Son Life; but if you do not 
witneſs your Souls to live unto God, what 


your Souls are periſhing in Barrenneſs, for 
want of. the true Nouriſhment? Neither 
God, nor Chriſt his Son, ever ordained pe- 
riſhing Food for the immortal Soul, but 
would have all to come to the Heavenly 
Nouriſhment that the Lord is handing forth 
to his waiting ones, which 1s the Bread of 
Life, from the Father of Lite, to the living 
Body of which Chriſt is the Head; and fo 
likewiſe the new Wine of the Kingdom of 
God, freſh from the Vine of Life, running 
thro all his Members or Branches; for as they 
abide in him the Vine, they are freſh, green 
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| (3a) 
and fruitful, feeding upon the Dainties of his 
Father's Houſe, as the Prophet of the Lord 
iflued forth a Proclamation in the Word of 
Life, ſaying, * Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the Waters, and he that hath 1 
Money; come ye, buy ang eat, yea, come, buy 
Wine and Milk without Money, and without 
Price : Wherefore do ye ſpend your Money for 
that which is not Bread, and your Labour 
for that which ſatisfieth not? Hearken dili- 
gently, aud eat ye that which is good, and let 
your Soul delight itſelf in Fatneſs. Stay not 
behind, I entreat you all, come away to this 
Food that tattens the Soul, and makes it 
well-liking in the Sight of God, for the 
Spirit and the Bride ſay, come, and let him that 
heareth, ſay, come. Aud let him that is athirſt 
come Aud whoſoever will, let him come and 
take the Water of Liſe freely Oh! the uni- 
verlal Love, and unſpeakable Kindneſs of 
the great Almighty God to his poor Crea- 
tures. 'Who would not forſake all viſible 
and periſhing Objects to enjoy this Holy 
Communion ? It will contervail, and outbal- 
lance them all, and bring the Soul to a Hea- 
venly Reſting-place in Chriſt, and an Eſtab- 
liſhment in Righteouſneſs, knowing its Bread 
to be ſure, and its Water not to fail ¶ cating 
of that ſpiritual Meat, + and drinking of 
that ſame ſpiritual Rock that followed the 
Children of Hrael, which Rock was Chrift. 


* Ia. Iv, I, Is T Rev. xxii. 17. 4 Iſa, XXX111, 16, 4 1 Cor. x. 3, 4+ 
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(33) 8-2 
Thus, Friends, according to the Ability 
that God hath been pleaſed to communicate 
to me, I have given you ſome tew Hints 
of the ſaving Baptiſm, and wherein the 
Saints Communion ſtands, as believed and 


witneſſed by the Faithful among the People 


called Quakers: And that which you con- 
ſeſs, you ought to witneſs alſo. And in or- 
der that you may come to the Experience of 
them, turn in to God's Holy Giſt in your 
Hearts, for there the Lord pleads, ſetting 
your Sins in order before you, condemning 
Sin in the Secret'of your Hearts, and juſtitying 
in well- doing For when thou committeſt a- 
ny Sin, it will diſcover it to thee, and check 
thee for it in thy ſelf, when no Man knoweth 


any thing to charge thee with; this is God's 
Holy Spirit, condemning his Enemy in thy 


Soul, and if thou joyneſt with this Holy 
Grace, it will bind him and caſt him out. 
Oh! joyn with it, and deliver up thy dar- 
ling Sin to thy Soul's Friend, that the Fire 
of God's Word may deſtroy it; and as thou 
comeſt to join with, and be led and guided 
by it, it will burn up all thy Soul's Enemies, 
it will beget a Flame of Zeal in thy Soul 


. againſt Sin in thy ſelf, and in others alſo; 


and when the Soul's Enemy doth preſent any 


Sin to the View of thy Mind, there is the 


Law in thy Mind, which is Light, bring 
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(54) 
thy Sin to it, and let this Holy Flame burn 
it up. TEES 

ere is a ſure * Teacher, that cannot be 
removed into a Corner ; for thine Eyes ſhall 
fee thy Teacher; and when thou turneſt to the 

Right Hand or to the Leſt, thou ſhalt hear 
& Voice behind thee, ſaying, This is the Way, 
walk in it. Nay, in a Word, thou canſt 
not go from this Holy + Witneſs, it will 
either be for thee, or againſt thee, in one 
Day. Oh! prove theſe Things) and work out 
| yu own Salvation with Fear and Tremb- 

Ing while God gives you Time, and is ſtriving 
with you, by his Holy Spirit, leſt he ſay to 
you, as he did to a People of old, g My Spi- 
ris ſball not always ſtrive with Man, for that 
be alſo is Fleſh And if the Lord ceaſe ſtriv- 
ing with us, wo to us for cyer. 

Let me entreat you to take theſe few 
Particulars into your Conſideration ; for, 
what I here urge is neither to gain Eſteem, 
(tor I deſerve none) nor yet for a Shew : If 
it prove for the Advantage of Souls, to 
bring them nearer to the Lord's Gitt in their 
own Hearts, I have my ſole End. 

I had ſomething of this Kind in my Mind 
1 Years ago, but did not proceed, 
thinking it might be eſteemed Oſtentation in 
me, and there let it reſt; but of late it com- 

"mg treſh in my View again, I was made 
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willing to impart it on this wife. So, tender 
Neighbours, all that I deſire is this, that 
you may examine your ſelves impartially, 
and weigh the Matter ſeriouſly between 
God and your own Souls, that through 
God's Holy Gift, his only begotten Son, 
your Souls may be faved in the Day of 
Account, when we muſt all ſtand naked 
and bare before the Bar of his Divine 
Juſtice, there to receive our Sentence ac- 
cording to our Deeds, whether good or 
evil; tor the Books will be opened, and 
we ſhall be judged out of them; and if we 
have not a Part in the firſt Reſurrection, 
our Names will not be in the Lambs Book 
of * Lite; and if our Names be not there, 
we ſhall without doubt be caſt into the Lake 
of Fire and Brimſtone , where the Worm mew 


ver dieth, neither is the Fire quenched, which. 


is the ſecond Death ; but it we have a Part 
in the firſt Reſurrection, the ſecond Death 
will have no Power over us; which that it 
may not, is the carneſt Travail and Deſire 
of my Soul for you and all Mankind: So 
tarewel in the Lord. 


81h of the 1oth 
5 Month, — Jobn Jefſrys. 


* Rev. Xil. 27. + X. 10. $ xx, 6. 
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